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supply  or  sewerage  or  other  important  developments. 

1 .  Statistics. 

Rateable  value  at  December  31st  1941  . . 

Inhabited  houses  "  . 

The  -Do-DUlation  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1^41^  io 
17  790;  statistics  have  been  calculated  with  this  fugure.  Hie  es  iroao  c 
population  at  the  end  of  1941  was  18,222. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population.  ,  ,, 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  birti 
Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Death-rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ag_e. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.^ 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births.  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births. 

ThG  death  rate  of.  allUnfanta  for  England  and  Wales  Is  59 
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of  age.  Of 

these  five 

were 

284  live  births  occurred  during  the  year  to  bfrn 

occurred  in  the  town  ^"4  83  in  babies  born  all 

in  the  town  to  non-residents.  Of  tne  uon 

survived. 

2,  Infectious  PisGase. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.- 


Diphtheria. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Measles. 

VJhooping  Cough. 
Tuberculosis. 
Other  notifiable 
diseases. 
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3.  Diphtheria  Icminisatlon. 


This  has  been  carried  out  in  the  town  since  1938,  Children  under  five 
years  were  immunised  at  the  infant  Welfare  Centres , children  from  5  to  14  years 
either  at  the  Council  Offices  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  by  private 
practitioners. 

Early  in  1941  the  Ministry  of  Health  launched  a  National  Campaign  to 
encourage  immunisation. 

In  March  our  local  campaign  started  -  the  local  medical  practitioners  co¬ 
operated.  All  schools  were  visited  and  those  children  whose  parents  agreed  were 
inoculated  on  the  spot. 

When  the  bulk  of  the  children  were  immunised,  a  monthly  clinic  was  started 
to  which  children  from  all  schools  were  sent  for  immunisation, 

2,586  children  have  been  inoculated  against  diphtjieria  during  the  year, 

351  being  under  five  years  old  and  2,235  over  five. 

At  September  30th  1941,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  in  the  town  1,550 
children  under  five  years  of  age  and  3,372  children  more  than  five  years  old. 

At  this  period  it  v/as  estimated  that  20^  of  those  under  five  and  62,4%  of  those 
over  five  had  been  immunised. 

Since  the  scheme  commenced  in  1938,  a  total  of  3,036  children  have  been 
immunised.  Th©  very  big  increase  in  the  niomber  of  children  immunised  during 
1941  is  explained  by  the  very  intensive  effort  made  both  nationally  and  locally 
to  persuade  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised.  It  will  be  noted  that 
this  effort  met  with  considerable  local  success* 

4,  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

All  samples  of  the  public  water  supply,  ,v7hich  numbered  24,  taken  during  the 
year,  were  found  to  be  uniformly  pure.  Although  all  viator  is  chlorinated  before 
distribution,  12  of  the  samples  were  taken  before  chlorination. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  in  the  town  was  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  417  inspections  were  made,  31  informal  notices  were  served 
and  complied  with.  An  enquiry  into  the  sufficiency  of  the  sanitary  accommodation 
in  factories  and  workplaces  in  the  town,  made  at  the  close  of  the  year,  showed 
that  most  factories  could  considerably  increase  their  staffs  without  infringing 
the  regulations, 

5,  Scabies, 


A  few  cases  of  this  complaint  are  always  to  be  found,  but  it  did  not  occur 
in  any  great  numbers  until  the  latter  part  of  1941, 

Treatment  was  given  by  general  practitioners  and  bedding  and  clothing  sent 
away  to  be  disinfected  at  their  request,  ; 


Cases  occurring  amongst  evacuees  or  where  home  conditions  were  unsuir-jbie. 
wore  sent  to  Wollhouse  Hospital  or  Sick  Bays* 

6»  This  report  brings  us  to  the  conclusion  of  the  28th  month  of  the  wai. 

Ho  noticeable  diminuation  in  the  general  health  of  persons  in  the  oeen 

observed.  Meagre  as  oiir  rations  may  appear,  it  can  bo  argued,  that  the  lav 
income  groups  are  not  worse  but  better  nourished  than  they  were-oeicro  the  war 
by  reason  of  their  increased  purchasing  power,  and  that  the  population  as  a  v.holo 
is  better  nourished  but  not  over  fed* 

I 

This  is  particularly  true  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  wno  are  ensui^od 
their  pint  of  milk  a  day  and  regular  vitamin  preparations  * 

I 

a.  Miall  Smith) 
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Council  Offices,  Acting  Medloal' Officer  of  Health.  . 
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